
APPENDIX 1 

The authority’s resources 
 
See Paragraph 7(b) 
 
You must only use or authorise the use of the resources of the authority in 
accordance with its requirements. 
 
Where your authority provides you with resources (for example telephone, 
computer and other IT facilities, transport or support from council employees), 
you must only use these resources or employees for carrying out your local 
authority business and any other activity which your authority has authorised you 
to use them for. 
 
You must be familiar with the rules applying to the use of these resources made 
by your authority. Failure to comply with your authority’s rules is likely to amount 
to a breach of the Code. 
 
If you authorise someone (for example a member of your family) to use your 
authority’s resources, you must take care to ensure that this is allowed by your 
authority’s rules. 
 

Using resources for proper purposes only 
 
See Paragraphs 7(b)(v) and 7(b)(vi) 
 
You must make sure you use the authority’s resources for proper purposes only. 
It is not appropriate to use, or authorise others to use, the resources for political 
purposes, including party political purposes. When using the authority’s 
resources, you must have regard, if applicable, to any guidance issued by your 
local authority. 
 
You should never use council resources for purely political purposes, including 
designing and distributing party political material produced for publicity purposes. 
 
However, your authority may authorise you to use its resources and facilities for 
political purposes in connection with your authority’s business, for example, 
holding meetings of your political group. In this case, you must be aware of the 
limitations placed upon such use for these purposes. Members should also have 
regard to the fact that periods leading up to local government elections are 
particularly sensitive in this regard. Using your authority’s resources outside of 
these limitations is likely to amount to a breach of the Code. Some councils will 
permit members to use council supplied IT equipment such as laptops for 
ancillary use. Provided that such usage is in line with the council’s requirements, 
there would not be a breach, but sending mass emails as part of an election 
campaign, for example, would not be appropriate. 
 
Where, however, there is no policy or the policy is silent you may not use these 
resources for any political or private purposes. 


